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Artist of the Month 
Charmaine West 

 
After graduating from Arizona State University, Charmaine began her career as a Registered Nurse in Phoenix, Arizona.  She 
worked in that profession, off and on part time, until their children began school.  Once the children were in school she began 
working as a school nurse and then transferred to a career in Public Health Nursing. 
 
Although born into an artistic family, she was exposed to and participated in art and music, that aspect of her life was put on hold 
until she took early retirement.  At that time she began preparing herself by taking classes at the American Academy of Art in 
Chicago, and Illinois State University in Normal, Illinois.  She continued her learning here in Savannah by attending art 
workshops locally and outside of this community. 
 
She has participated in art shows, including the Lexington Taste of Country Art Show, Sugar Creek Art Festival in Normal, 
Illinois, and many Illinois Art League sponsored shows, including the Metro Centre Art Show in Peoria, Illinois.  She has 
received many awards in artistic competition.  Pastel, oil, and watercolor are Charmaine’s choice of mediums.  She loves doing 
landscape and portraiture. 
 
She now lives at The Landings and loves having the opportunity to enjoy the wonderful friendships made here.  The magnificent 
landscape and architecture here is breathtaking.  It is an inspiration to paint. 
 
Here in Savannah, Charmaine has supported the Savannah Art Association as a working member of the Gallery at City Market 
where she has also been fortunate enough to sell her art. 
 
Currently, as a member of the Landings Art Association, she participates and supports the web site.  Volunteering help in many 
aspects of the Landings Art Association, as well as being a participation entrant of their shows keeps her stimulated.  She also has 
entered several of their monthly shows at the Plantation club house. 
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During the month of December plan to see Charmaine’s lovely paintings at the Plantation Gallery starting Wednesday 
December 1st. 
 
COME AND CELEBRATE: 
The plans for our December 14, 2004 Christmas/Holiday Party are in place. Come to the Plantation Ballroom for 
Cocktails at 6:00 PM (member cash bar); enjoy a delicious Buffet Dinner starting at 7:00 PM with dancing to the 
music of SAVANNAH STEVE.  The price is $26.00 per person; make your check payable to the Landings Art 
Association.  Although December 3 is the cutoff for the reservations, we still have room for more.  You need to 
contact Leslie Fitzgerald between 12/4 and 12/10.   Leslie is also the person to notify if there are any changes for 
those already reserved.  Leslie can be reached at 598-9488. 
 
HELPERS ARE NEEDED FOR THE HOLIDAY PARTY: 
We need someone to take charge of decorating—mainly the tables.  The club provides green and red table cloths 
and lanterns.  We need something additional to dress them up.  We also need someone to arrange gate passes for 
those members who live off island.  Also, someone is needed to hand out name tags the evening of the event. 
 
MONTHLY EXHIBITS AT PLANTATION CLUB 
LAA members’ work to be displayed at the Plantation Club should be delivered to and picked up from the display 
committee by 1PM (please be there before 1:00 PM) on the first Wednesday of the month.  NOTE:  Information about 
your work MUST include your name, title of work, media and price (if for sale) or NFS (not for sale).  Remember that 
ONE work may be submitted and only if room permits may an additional piece by hung.  Size should be limited to 30” 
per side; larger pieces will be hung at the discretion of the display committee.  Also, no “saw-tooth” hangers can be 
used and all wiring must be able to hang from the hooks available.   If you are not familiar with the size and shape of 
these hooks, please take a few minutes to go by the club and look.  Our volunteers should not be asked to rewire 
your frames.  PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE ANY ITEMS FROM THE WALL DUE TO SALE OR ANY OTHER 
REASON DURING THE MONTH until it is time to bring down the entire show.  
 
LAA MONTHLY NEWSLETTER MATERIAL, Jinny Latham 
Please contact Virginia (Jinny) Latham (9179) if you have any shows, exhibits, articles, thoughts or other material that 
could be included in a future newsletter.  We are particularly interested in member’s artistic awards, achievements, 
exhibits, publications, classes, workshops, etc., and any other relevant art related activities or opportunities in the 
greater Savannah area.  Photographs of art works or any written material may be left in Jinny’s tube at 34 Sundew 
Road, DC by the 28th of the month. All materials received after the 28th of each month will be included in the 
following month’s newsletter.  All photos will be returned to sender.  Jinny may be reached at 598-9179 or at 
Lathvir@aol.com. 
 
www.landingsart.org 
 
Our Virtual Gallery is Open to the Public and it is open 24/7 to all viewers around the globe! Visit the website regularly 
to view our member “Artist Galleries” and for all your Association needs: full color newsletters, application forms, 
membership list, calendar with all scheduled events, questions and answers, resources, video list, and much, much, 
more. Now available to all at the Plantation Club computer by the Bar! 
 
WOW! No local gallery could ever give any of our member artists that wide an exposure.  Visit the website: 
www.landingsart.org to view Lee Forbes’ new display under “Artist Galleries”. 
 
If you are a member artist and have not yet decided to participate in our Virtual Gallery, it is time you did!  Go to the 
website and click on: Join the Association – where you’ll be able to find the Website Sign up Form.  Download it, 
complete it and send it with your check to the address listed on the form.  You don’t need to be a computer expert; we 
can help you get it all done. 
 
CLASSIC MUSIC AND ART EXHIBIT TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES: 
 ATLANTA:   The 117 people who went with us to Atlanta last year voted that they would prefer a trip to Atlanta this 
year for Atlanta’s traditional Holiday Pops concert, which will be Saturday, December 18, and will include the Von 
Trapp Family singers of “Sound of music” fame.  The Ritz Calton Buckhead (usually at least $249 for a double) has 
agreed to $170 per room, plus 14% tax, so $97 per person, double occupancy.  The total package, including round 
trip deluxe bus, concert ticket, hotel, and wine, beer and soft drinks on the trip home, will be $219 per person.  We will 
leave from behind the Baptist Church at The Village on Skidaway Island at 8:00AM Saturday morning so you can do 
Christmas Shopping in Atlanta and view the new Van Gogh to Mondrian exhibition at the High Museum that 
afternoon.   One bus will go from the Ritz after dinner and the other will go from the Ritz about 5:30 PM and drop off 
and pick up at an intersection which has a choice of three good restaurants.  Details regarding restaurants and their 
phone numbers will be sent in late November by e-mail to those who have signed up.  The buses will leave Atlanta 



about 3:00PM Sunday and stop for an hour at the incredible DeKalb Farmer’s Market on the way home Sunday 
afternoon.  Two buses are reserved, for a maximum of 104 people. 
 
JACKSONVILLE:    There are two excellent programs in Jacksonville this year.  Jacksonville likes having the group 
come from Savannah so much that they are paying for advertising this year, meaning the bus will fill up faster.  We 
have the group discount, but these are orchestra seats that are normally $55 per seat. 
 
On Saturday, January 29, Jacksonville will be performing Strauss’ Burlesque for Piano, Liszt’s Piano Concerto No. 2 
and Brahms’ Symphony No. 4.  Pianist is Arnaldo Cohen.  52 orchestra seats and one bus are blocked.  This concert, 
including bus, ticket, and wine, beer and soft drinks in both directions, will be $79 per person. 
 
Please make checks payable to Thornton Clark and send to 21 Chatuachee Crossing, Savannah, GA. 31411, 
supplying your e-mail address and indicating exactly what you want.  First come, first serve.  Names and phone 
numbers of suggested convenient restaurants and details regarding bus drop-off points, etc. will be available by 
internet later. 
 
Travel and hotel arrangements by our Sponsor:  Four Seasons Travel. 
 
CHIHULY IN THE GARDEN: 
Chihuly in the Garden has been extended through December 31, 2004.  Due to the success and popularity of the 
Chihuly in the garden exhibition, the Atlantic Botanical Garden has decided to extend the exhibition through the winter 
holidays. 
 
Chihuly weaves together art and nature, showcasing the majority of Dale Chihuly’s glass with the inspiring plant 
collections of the Atlanta Botanical Garden.  You will see hand-blown, glass sculptures in various botanical settings 
including floating in ponds, suspended in air and interspersed within the Garden’s flourishing plant life.  In addition, 
selections of framed Chihuly drawings are on display. 
 
GAIL MOLZAHN’S JEWELRY: 
Gail’s one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces are currently being displayed at THE GALLERY in Beaufort, SC (802 Bay Street); 
MDH Designs in downtown Savannah (41 Habersham Street); and Peaseblossum Gallery and Boutique in the Shops 
at Tybee Oaks (1213 East Highway 80).  While out about town and near one of these galleries, please stop in to see 
Gail creations. 
 
LAA AT THE LANDLOVERS HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



DAVID RYDEN’S LATEST ONE MAN SHOW: 
Want a great cup of coffee and see David Ryden’s latest one man show?  Go to Cutters Point Coffee in Sandfly.  
Hours are weekly and Saturday from 6:00 AM to 6:00PM and closed on Sunday.  David’s show will run till December 
31st.   After, “THANKSGIVING” he will display his “CHRISTMAS TREE” painting.  Owners Bruce and Patti will be 
showing other neighborhood artists in 2005 and he is a new member of LAA. 
 
NAPA VALLEY ART EXCURSION—MAY 2-6, 2005: 
The LAA and our business sponsor Four Seasons Travel have joined forces to develop a fabulous travel opportunity 
for our membership and guests. 
Day 1:  After arriving in California stay at the Napa Valley Inn with afternoon tour of Sonoma art galleries.  Enjoy wine 
            tasting. 
Day 2:  Morning tour…visit with artist Carlo Marchiori at his villa.  Remainder of day and evening on your own. 
Day 3:  Morning tour at the Jessel Gallery & then enjoy lunch and lively conversation with artist Jessel Miller at her    
             Napa home.  Remainder of day and evening on your own. 
Day 4:  Tickets for COPIA.  Evening….Dinner and art tour at selected winery with collection. 
Day 5:  Depart for Savannah or add a personal vacation extension to surrounding areas. 

 
For questions or additional information or to pick up a Registration Form contact 

Karen Neubauer at Four Seasons Travel:  598-8000 


